E154

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2642,
FEDERAL AGRICULTURE RE-
FORM AND RISK MANAGEMENT
ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2014

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in opposition to H.R. 2642, a bill
that will starve millions of families and children
and further add to the economic instability of
American families.

Cutting the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, referred to as “SNAP,” by
eight billion dollars ($8 billion) over the next
ten years, H.R. 2642 will undermine access to
healthy food for the many children, disabled
people, and senior citizens who account for
eighty-three percent of the beneficiaries of the

program.
It is estimated that eight hundred and fifty
thousand (850,000) households, of which

three hundred thousand (300,000) are New
Yorkers, will lose on average ninety ($90) dol-
lars per month in SNAP benefits.

While | am glad that the far larger cuts were
rejected by the Conference Committee, the
loss of ninety ($90) dollars per month is deep-
ly harmful to these households, which are al-
ready teetering on the brink of economic ca-
tastrophe.

What are we thinking? We are literally tak-
ing the food out of the mouths of babes, while
continuing to provide generous subsidies to
large agro-businesses.

It is for these reasons that | will vote no on
this bill and | ask my colleagues to oppose
this bill with me.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. FRANK-
LIN D. CHEATHAM ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM CAMPBELLS-
VILLE UNIVERSITY

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dr. Franklin D. Cheatham. After
40'2 years of educating Campbellsville Uni-
versity math and computer science students,
Dr. Cheatham will retire on December 31,
2014.

Dr. Cheatham, senior vice president for aca-
demic affairs, attended Campbellsville College
(before it became Campbellsville University)
and graduated in 1965. He joined the univer-
sity as a faculty member in 1973.

Named a Distinguished Alumnus in 2002,
Dr. Cheatham received several awards for his
dedication to academic excellence and the
students at Campbellsville University. Among
the awards are: Teaching Excellence and
Campus Leadership Award (1989) and the
Campbellsville/Taylor County Chamber of
Commerce “Educator of the Year Award”
(1992 & 2000).

IN addition to teaching, Dr. Cheatham has
also served as a faculty advisor for Sigma
Zeta and the science and math honor soci-
eties. He also served as president of and on
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the board of directors of the Consortium for
Computing in Small Colleges.

Dr. Cheatham has gone above and beyond
his duties as professor and Campbellsville
University and his many students have seen
the benefits of those actions. Today | thank
Dr. Cheatham for his four decades in edu-
cation and wish him well in his retirement.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | am writing to in-
form you that | was detained on December 5,
2013 and was unable to be on the House floor
for votes related to H.R. 3309, the Innovation
Act. Had | been there, | would have voted as
follows: rollcall vote 623: Goodlatte Amend-
ment for H.R. 3309: “yes”; rollcall vote 624:
Watt Amendment for H.R. 3309: “no”; rollcall
vote 625: Massie Amendment for H.R. 3309:
“no”; rollcall vote 626: Jackson Lee Amend-
ment for H.R. 3309: “no”; rollcall vote 627:
Rohrabacher Amendment for H.R. 3309: “no”;
rolicall vote 628: Conyers Amendment for H.R.
3309: “no”; rollcall vote 629: On Final Pas-
sage of H.R. 3309: “yes.”

IN HONOR OF PLANTRONICS
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Plantronics, a pioneer in audio commu-
nications and wearable technology based in
my district in Santa Cruz, California.
Plantronics just received the prestigious Sec-
retary of State’s 2013 Award for Corporate Ex-
cellence and with good reason. Over the past
half century, Plantronics has excelled in both
products and people. This innovative company
was founded in a garage by Courtney Graham
and Keith Larkin, two airline pilots looking to
make a smaller, lighter headset for use in air-
plane cockpits. Their headsets were adopted
by the Federal Aviation Administration, em-
ployed in the first Apollo mission, and used to
transmit Neil Armstrong’s legendary first words
from the moon: “That's one small step for
man; one giant leap for mankind.” Today,
Plantronics products are used by 911 emer-
gency workers, airline pilots, astronauts, and
all Fortune 100 companies.

While Plantronics emphasizes high-quality
products, it is their equal emphasis on people
and the environment that has further distin-
guished this company. The Plantronics manu-
facturing facility has advanced best practices
in environmental stewardship, corporate citi-
zenship, and employment. The company of-
fers their workforce educational support pro-
grams, enabling employees to attain over
2,300 degrees; professional development pro-
grams have supported more than 1,000 em-
ployees’ promotion into new roles; and they
have a new 800,000 square foot facility that
generates 70% of its own power. And that’s
just the tip of the iceberg.

As CEO Kenneth Kannappan said, “Our
focus on our people, giving back to our com-
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munities and being responsible stewards of
the environment are central to our identity, our
culture and our position as a leader in audio
communications.” | congratulate Ken and
Plantronics for receiving the Award for Cor-
porate Excellence, a well-deserved recognition
of their impressive work.
—

IN HONOR OF WILLIAM A. GARY

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Wiliam A. Gary, who passed
away on January 12. Mr. Gary was a long-
time resident of Prescott, Arizona. He was
also a husband, a father, a rancher, and a phi-
lanthropist.

Mr. Gary was born and raised in Dallas,
Texas. He left his studies at Texas A&M Uni-
versity to serve our country as a Marine Corps
captain in World War Il and returned to Texas
A&M after the war to finish his animal hus-
bandry degree. He met his wife, Marion, when
he was stationed at Camp Pendleton, where
she served as a nurse in the Navy.

Mr. Gary was born into a long line of ranch-
ers going back to 17th century Virginia.
Ranching was in his blood. In 1958, he and
his wife, as well as their two children, moved
to Arizona, where they bought a ranch and
subsequently began other businesses. Like
most entrepreneurs, Mr. Gary and his family
did not find immediate riches, but through their
hard work they eventually found success.

After retiring from ranching, Mr. Gary began
his philanthropic ventures in earnest. He had
honed his fundraising skills when he helped
found the Marine Military Academy in 1965.
After retirement, he put those skills to use
again, raising millions of dollars for important
Prescott institutions. Not only did he raise mil-
lions for the Phippen Museum in Prescott, al-
lowing the museum to double its size and im-
prove its grounds, he also donated several
pieces to the museum. The museum’s Bill and
Marion Gary Western Heritage Gallery is
named in recognition of his and his wife’s con-
tributions. Mr. Gary also raised funds for the
Yavapai College Foundation, helping to build
the college’s performance hall and other facili-
ties.

————
HONORING THE CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION OF THE SAN

DIEGO COUNTY FARM BUREAU

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 3, 2014

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased and honored to rise today and join in
the Centennial Celebration of one of the most
committed, hard-working and influential groups
in San Diego County, the San Diego County
Farm Bureau. 2014 marks 100 years of lead-
ership for this non-profit membership organiza-
tion, founded with the objective to promote
and protect local agriculture.

Since 1914, the San Diego County Farm
Bureau has served as the leading advocate
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